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WŁODZIMIERZ STANISŁAW TRZYWDAR BURZYŃSKI

(1900–1970)

Was born into the family of a secondary-school teacher of physics in Przemyśl
on the 29th of April 1900. His father Marian Jan Tomasz Trzywdar Burzyński
graduated in Kraków from the Cracow University in physics and astronomy
and received the PhD degree in physics, his mother Wanda (her maiden name
Rutkowska) passed away prematurely when Włodzimierz was only three years
old. Przemyśl, a town near the border of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, was
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converted into a “Przemyśl fortress”. It didn’t help much since in the Spring
of 1915 the fortress was besieged by the Russian Army and the whole Austro-
Hungarian garrison was taken into the Russian captivity. In November 1918,
after 123 years of partition, Poland regained freedom. However this was not
given for granted. The 18 years old Włodzimierz, still a student of the secondary
school, was not accepted by a commission of the Austrian-Hungarian Army due
to his weak health. However after a couple of months, already as a student of the
Lwów Polytechnic, he joined the Polish Army as a volunteer and took part in the
fights with Ukrainians (1st November – 16th December 1918). Next he studied
at the Lwów Polytechnic, Faculty of Civil Engineering, and joined the Polish
Army for the second time (4th – 22nd August 1920) to fight the bolshevics. For
the third time he joined the volunteers and took part in the Silesian Uprising
(3rd May 1921 – 26th of July 1921 in Upper Silesia). For his courage and activity
in fight Włodzimierz Burzyński was honoured with an “Upper Silesian Ribbon
of Courage of the First Class”.

Włodzimierz Burzyński defended his civil engineering diploma with distinc-
tion on 12th of June 1925, in the next year he married Irena Wanda Walkow-
icz on 16th February 1926. The married couple had two sons. In 1922 student
W. Burzyński became an instructor at the Lwów Polytechnic. In 1925 he became
an assistant. Under the supervision of the famous professor M.T. Huber, who
then held the chair of mechanics, he prepared his doctoral thesis on the strength
hypotheses [1] and obtained the Ph.D. degree in February 1928. After years, we
have arrived at the conclusion that the results of Burzyński’s thesis are of lasting
value and should be translated into English and published in [2]. This is so since
after eighty years, there appear some papers devoted to the same topic using
W. Burzynski’s ideas.
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A postdoctoral grant from the Polish Culture Fund enabled him to spend
eight months in Göttingen and Zurich and to get acquainted with many distin-
guished scientists in the field of the solid body mechanics: L. Prandtl (Göttin-
gen) and M. Roš (Zürich) as well as with Th. v. Kármán (Aachen), K. v. Sanden
(Karlsruhe) and R. v. Mises (Berlin). His paper “Über die Anstrengungshypothe-
sen” was published in Schweizerische Bauzeitung [3]. W. Burzyński obtained the
D.Sc. degree for his habilitation thesis entitled “On an expansion of the elastic
potential and its applications” [4] in 1932 and received the title of professor at
the Lwów Polytechnic from the President of the Republic of Poland on the 29th
September 1934. As a result of an open competition, W. Burzyński became the
successor of Professor M.T. Huber at the chair of mechanics. In 1938 Professor
W. Burzyński was elected a corresponding member of the Academy of Technolog-
ical Sciences in Warsaw, and a member of the editorial board of the “Zentralblatt
für Mechanik”. In the same year he was elected the dean of the mechanical fac-
ulty. When Poland was in 1939 partioned again and Lwów was occupied by the
Soviets, Burzyński kept his post of the dean, moreover he became, by a decision
of Polish professors who trusted him, the main adviser to entire staff in the case
when they didn’t know what to do in new circumstances.
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After almost two years, the German troops and Gestapo overtook the town.
All the universities were shut down together with secondary schools in Polish
language. A number of professors from Lwów’s academic schools, together with
many family members, were shot. Another year has passed before the Germans
decided to organise the Fachkursen. Professor W. Burzyński accepted the posi-
tion of the deputy director of the Technische Fachkursen. The representative of
the Polish Government on Exile advised to accept the decision. After mobiliza-
tion of the Ukrainian students (1943) to SS division “Hałyczyna”, the programs
of the courses could resemble those of the polytechnic.
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In July 1944 the town was overtaken by the Red Army (with the help of the
Polish Home Army). The Polytechnics was reopened under a new name and new
Soviet orders. W. Burzyński was appointed the deputy director of the school for
scientific matters. On the fourth of Janury 1945 he was arrested with a number of
the other distinguished professors and spent in prison over 7 months. After release
from prison he spent another year in Lwów teaching students and doing the
research. Professor W. Burzyński left Lwów in July 1946 and went to the Silesian
Institute of Technology where he became the chairman of two chairs, namely that
of the Technological Mechanics on the Faculty of the Mechanical Engineering and
that of the Strength of Materials in Civil Engineering Faculty. In August of 1946
W. Burzyński was elected by an assembly of teachers and students, the new
Rector of the school. Unfortunately the regulations have changed and for over
thirty years there were no elections of the rectors, deans etc. any longer in all
the academic schools in Poland.

Suddenly, in October 1949, his scientific carreer was abruptly terminated by
an incurable disease. In spite of this he was elected a member of Cracow Polish
Academy of Letters, a member of the Warsaw Scientific Society, and an honorary
member of the Polisch Society of Theoretical and Applied Mechanics. Professor
W. Burzyński died in Gliwice on July 17, 1970. In 1982 the Polish Academy of
Sciences published, in two volumes, his “Collected Papers” [5].

Zbigniew S. Olesiak
and the Editorial Committee
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